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Q :   W I L L  T H I S  R E F E R E N D U M  I N C R E A S E   
M L H S ’  R A N K I N G ?
A:  It is illegal for a school employee or member of the Board of Education to state 
that a Referendum project will increase property values or school rankings.  Further, 
there is no way to guarantee a connection between construction and ranking.  There 
are three types of projects in our Referendum proposal: 

1) Critical Infrastructure Improvements such as:  school security improvements at 
all three schools, renovated bathrooms at Wildwood, renovations and 
improvements to the Briarcliff and MLHS Auditoriums, additions and renovations of 
the Briarcliff locker rooms. Total = $4.1 million 

2) Expanding Programs & Increasing Instructional Time  through:  improved and 
expanded cafeterias and kitchens at all three schools, expanded facilities for the arts 
at all three schools, renovation and expansion of the Briarcliff 6th grade science lab, 
creation of Maker Labs at Wildwood and Briarcliff, addition of more classrooms  and 
replacement of temporary classroom units at MLHS.  Total $17.1 million 

3) New Facilities for our Student Athletes & Community:  Locker rooms and a 
Cardio-Fitness Center at MLHS.  Total = $3.1 million 



Q :   W H AT  D O  B E T T E R  R A N K E D  H I G H  
S C H O O L S  H AV E  T H AT  M L H S  D O E S  N O T ?

A:  In the 2016 NJ Monthly Ranking of the top high schools 
in the state, schools that were ranked in the top ten 
compared to MLHS in the following ways: 

  10/10 have Business programs  

  9/10 offer more Arts courses 

  9/10 offer more STEM classes 

  8/10 provide a block schedule with more instructional 
minutes per course



Q :   W H Y  D I D  T H E  N J D O E  FA I L  T O  
F U N D  4 0 %  O F  T H E  R E F E R E N D U M ?

A:  The MLBOE never anticipated 40% funding for the 
entire Referendum: 

   The MLBOE hoped for approximately $5.8 million 
(24% of the total project) in NJDOE funding and 
received a promise of $3.95 million. (16% of the total 
project)   

  The NJDOE has suspended funding for athletic 
projects



In Chatham’s Referendum last year, neither athletic improvements 
nor classroom additions received state aid debt service 





Q :   W H Y  S H O U L D  M O U N TA I N  L A K E S  TA X  PAY E R S  
S U B S I D I Z E  T H E  E D U C AT I O N  O F   B O O N T O N  T O W N S H I P  
S T U D E N T S  T H R O U G H  T H I S  R E F E R E N D U M ?

A:  It is illegal for sending districts to pay for capital 
improvements on properties owned by other municipalities. 

  Boonton Township pays tuition per pupil to the MLBOE 

  Should the quality of programming and opportunities 
expand, the MLBOE could attempt to renegotiate a greater 
tuition rate with Boonton Township 

  Without Boonton Township, MLHS would be approximately 
450 students.  A high school of this size would not be able to 
support the array of courses, co curricular and athletic programs 
that are currently in place at MLHS



Q :   T H E  C O S T  T O  E D U C AT E  A  S T U D E N T  I N  M O U N TA I N  
L A K E S  I S  T O O  H I G H ,  W H Y  S H O U L D  W E  S P E N D  M O R E  
M O N E Y ?
A:  Some Media reports include Lake Drive students in our per pupil cost which makes 
our per pupil cost artificially high.  Mountain Lakes does not pay to educate Lake Drive 
students, in fact, the program significantly offsets the cost of education to our 
residents making our per pupil cost among the most competitive for programs of our 
caliber.  Here are the actual district, state certified per pupil costs: (These numbers 
are the weighted average K-12 per pupil cost as these costs vary by school.) 

  2013-2014 ~ $14,243 

  2014-2015 ~ $14,918 

  2015-2016 ~ $15,268 

  2016 -2017 ~ $14,575 (Estimate) 

   For greater detail, review our full school budget presentation at:  https://
www.mlschools.org/domain/703



Q :   W H AT  I S  T H E  M L B O E  D O I N G  T O  M A N A G E  T H E  
I N C R E A S E D  C O S T  O F  O W N E R S H I P  T H AT  R E S U LT S  F R O M  
T H I S  R E F E R E N D U M ?

A:  The Board continues to expand revenue generating 
opportunities to offset the increased operational costs such as: 

  The MLBOE now manages the for profit before and after care 
programming at Wildwood and a 3 and 4 year old PreSchool Program at 
Lake Drive 

  The Lake Drive Program is expanding its Itinerant Programming to 
offset more in district expenses 

  The MLBOE continues to investigate progressive, grant-funded sources 
of revenue that add to our instructional programming such as the 
Academy for Biotechnology



Q :   W H AT  A R E  T H E  S P E C I F I C S  O F  T H E  V O T E  
A N D  W H AT  H A P P E N S  I F  I T  D O E S N ’ T  PA S S ?

A:  The Special Election will be held on Tuesday, 
September 26th, polls in the Auxiliary Gym at 
MLHS will be open from 7:00 am - 8:00 pm.  
Question 1 must pass for any other question to be 
considered.  Question 3 must pass for Question 4 to 
be considered.  Should all 5 questions fail, the MLBOE 
would redesign the proposal, and present a new 
question to the voters.  This would likely happen in 
December 2017.


